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I was in the sixth grade when the United States
Postal System introduced ZIP codes. ZIP
codes came into existence the same year John
Kennedy, Jr., was assassinated, in 1963. The
father of the ZIP code was a postal worker,
Robert Moon, who originally came up with the
concept in 1944, but it took almost 20 years
before his idea was implemented by the USPS.
Wikipedia notes that the term ZIP, an acronym
for Zone Improvement Program, was chosen to
suggest that the mail travels more efficiently,
and therefore more quickly (zipping along),
when senders use the code in the postal
address. The basic format consists of five
digits. An extended ‘ZIP+4’ code, introduced in
1983, includes the five digits of the ZIP Code, a
hyphen, and four additional digits that
determine a more specific location within a
given ZIP Code. For the record, I still am not
sure of the +4 code that follows the basic
five-digit numeric that identifies the general
vicinity of my home and office.
Email, texting and messaging are taking a big
chunk out of the public’s use of regular mail to
communicate, but after 54 years of use it’s
inconceivable that any piece of
correspondence dropped into the mailbox
today does not include a ZIP code. That simply
does not happen anymore in the U.S.
ZIP codes make it possible to think about
locales, neighborhoods and regions in an
organized way. Marketing campaigns are often
based on sending direct mail to households in
specific ZIP codes. ZIP codes are used by
most insurance carriers to determine the rate
the customer will receive.
>>> Continued >>>

Dr. Wayne Schmidt, General Superintendent
of The Wesleyan Church, has put ZIP codes
in play as a way for local churches to
strategize ways to become missional. The
Wesleyan Church, he says, will “celebrate
every time. . .a church multiplies itself until
(it) has a transforming presence in every ZIP
code.” His utilization of a ZIP code strategy
links well with the essence of what energizes
the imagination, sets priorities and fuels the
vision of the Kansas District of The
Wesleyan Church: “In response to the
missional impulse of a sending God, KDWC
will become known for the development and
deployment of missional churches.”
What ZIP code will the church you’re a part
of advance to next? Let’s begin strategizing
about taking the transforming power of the
message of Jesus Christ, through The
Wesleyan Church, into the next ZIP code(s).

September 24, 2017
FOCUS Wesleyan Church
“Encouragement for the Journey of Faith”
Joshua 9 “Be On Guard”
Sermon Notes:

James 4:13-17

Ephesians 6:10-18
Joshua 9:1-15

2. A blatant _____________
(vv. 14-15)
Joshua 9:16-27

3. A ___________ gesture (v.26)

Reflection: What is one new thing you
believe God spoke to you today as a result of
worshipping at FOCUS?

_____________________________
_____________________________
The Word of God directs us as we consider
what the next step is for our lives. What is
your next step? What area of your life are
you personally most prone to letting down
your guard? After hearing the story of Joshua
and the Israelites, what will you do this week
to make certain you are seeking the counsel
of the Lord through prayer in all matters?

_____________________________
_____________________________

1. A ____________ deception
(vv. 3-6)

Challenge: This week I will pray for following

Exodus 23:23-24

_________________________________

local school: (i.e. Staff, teachers, students, and
families, etc.)

Communion at FOCUS

Every Sunday at FOCUS we celebrate the
Lord’s Table, also known as Communion. We
have open communion which means all are
invited to receive. We receive communion
elements by intinction. Tearing off a small
piece of the loaf of bread, dipping it in the
communion glass of juice, and then consuming
it immediately. Please note, upon your request,
we also have gluten free elements for those
with gluten and other major food allergies.

Kroger Community Rewards

If you already shop at Kroger, and have not
already signed up for Community Rewards, we
would love to invite you to join and add
FOCUS as your local organization designate.
Visit: www.kroger.com/account/
enrollCommunityRewardsNow or call 1-800576-4377. And search for “FOCUS Ministries
Georgetown - 11616” when signing up online,
or by phone.

Our Beliefs
Wesleyans believe in one God, who is
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and the Savior
of all who put their faith in Him alone for
eternal life.
We believe that those who are made new
in Christ are called to be holy in character
and conduct, and can only live this way by
being filled with the Lord's Spirit.
We believe in the Bible and its sufficiency
to establish our faith and conduct.
We believe God wills for people
everywhere to know Him and be made new
in Christ.
We believe that the purpose of the Church
is to worship God in spirit and in truth, and
to reach a lost and fallen world with the
gospel of Jesus Christ through its worship,
witness, and loving deeds.

Youth Group tonight! - 6:30
- 8 PM!
Friends welcome, snacks provided!

FOCUS Family Fun Friday October 13, 6:30 PM

FOCUS will be having a family movie night out
on the lawn of the North side of the church
building. Popcorn and water provided!
Consider inviting some families and friends for
a fun evening together!
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